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New,  more  active  role  for  CI  AC  A 


Deputy  Minister  Clint  Mellors 
told  the  May  CIACA  meeting  that  both 
he  and  the  Minister  of  Labour  strongly 
support  the  council. 

Mellors,  in  outlining  pending 
legislation  changes,  assured  the  council 
that  CIACA  would  be  significantly  in- 
volved in  issues  connected  with  the  new 
Employment  Standards  Code  and  the 
Labour  Relations  Code.  In  particular, 
council  has  been  consulted  about  the 
potential  role  of  the  Employer/Em- 
ployee Relations  Branch  which  is  now 
being  established. 

Concerned  about  forecasted 
shortages  of  trades,  the  CIACA  subcom- 
mittee on  manpower  and  training  is 
looking  at  projected  needs  and  man- 
power availability  levels  and  attempting 
to  identify  problem  areas,  leading  up  to 
the  planned  new  Manpower  Develop- 
ment Act. 

At  its  June  meeting,  council 
considered  amendments  to  the  Labour 
Relations  Code  dealing  with  a  new  sec- 
tor-based bargaining  structure  to  replace 
the  old  registration  system.  Council 
asked  Assistant  Deputy  Minister  John 
Mason  to  tell  the  Minister  CIACA  sup- 
ports the  amendments  in  general,  but 
that 

"Council  members  want  the 
basic  statutory  provisions  to  be  put  into 
place  and  left  alone.  The  industry  par- 
ticipants want  stability  and  feel  they 


cannot  have  it  if  the  rules  are  constant!) 
being  changed." 

Council  also  indicated  its  de- 
sire to  be  involved  in  the  drafting  of  the 
regulations  in  suppory  of  the  legislation, 
and  met  in  August  to  lay  the  groundwork 
for  the  development  of  regulations  for 
Bill  22,  the  Labour  Relations  Code. 

CIACA  was  also  asked  to  pro- 
vide input  on  the  area  of  communica- 
tions and  education.  At  its  May  meeting, 
a  small  subcommittee  was  struck  to 
consider  the  matter  and  on  June  17, 
submitted  its  recommendations  to  the 
minister.  These  included  support  for  a 
multi-sector  advisory  council  and  a 
roundtable  conference  to  include  all 
sectors  of  management  and  labour,  the 
Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

The  subcommittee  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a  publica- 
tion to  disseminate  information  from  the 
Department  of  Labour.  This  publication, 
which  could  be  an  expanded  version  of 
Alberta  Labour  News,  should  be  directed 


(as  is  the  CIACA  Bulletin)  by  an  inde- 
pendent editorial  board  to  ensure  a  bal- 
ance of  interests  are  served.  The  publica- 
tion would  include  information  about 
legislation,  legal  decisions,  statistics, 
collective  agreement/bargaining  trends 
and  other  articles  of  interest  to  both  em- 
ployers and  employees.  The  subcommit- 
tee called  for  other  education  initiatives, 
including  the  production  of  brochures 
and  videos  and  the  inclusion  of  em- 
ployer/employee relations  material  in 
the  high  school  curriculum. 

It  is  encouraging  that  all  but  one 
of  the  vacancies  on  council  has  been 
filled  in  recent  months.  The  Alberta 
Construction  Association  is  expected  to 
fill  the  remaining  position  shortly.  For  an 
up-to-date  list  of  CIACA  members  and 
their  affiliations,  please  see  page  6  of  this 
issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

-Phil  Walker.  Chairman 


New  safety  education  initiative 
launched  by  contractors/owners 


Alberta's  construction  industry 
has  had  a  unenviable  safety  record 
compared  to  other  industries;  its  record 
of  fatal  and  lost  time  injuries  was  among 
the  highest  of  all  industries  and  its  lost 
time  injury  rate  was  more  than  double 
the  provincial  average  and  the  highest  of 
all  industries. 

But  Alberta  contractors  and 
owners  are  now  joining  forces  to  wage 
war  against  construction  accidents. 
Through  the  newly  established  Alberta 
Construction  Safety  Association 
(ACSA),  they  hope  to  upgrade  safety 
awareness  in  all  sectors  of  construction. 
Their  goal  is  to  reduce  the  accident  rate 
and  the  high  costs  of  accident-related 
compensation. 

ACSA  was  established  this 
summer,  with  staff  and  an  office  in 
Edmonton.  Modelled  after  a  similar 
organization  in  Ontario,  it  is  the  first 
construction  safety  organization  in  west- 
ern Canada. 

The  association  will  be  work- 
ing on  several  fronts,  including  assisting 
industry  in  safety  education  programs 
and  producing  educational  materials  on 
its  own,  monitoring  industry  safety  prac- 
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tices  and  conducting  safety  audits  for 
participating  construction  firms,  and 
producing  guidelines  for  safe  construc- 
tion operations. 


For  more  information  about  the 
Alberta  Construction  Safety  Associa- 
tion, contact  the  Alberta  Construction 
Association  (453-331 1). 


On-line  help  for  small  business  problems 


Alberta  contractors  now  have  access  to  a  computer 
data  base  with  the  latest  technology  from  the  National  Re- 
search Council  and  can  obtain  help  in  applying  it  to  their  own 
operations,  through  a  new  program  operated  out  of  the  Alberta 
Construction  Association. 

The  Industrial  Research  Assistance  Program,  after 
considerable  success  in  the  manufacturing  industry,  has  been 
extended  to  construction. 

John  Mawhinney,  a  construction  technology  advisor 
employed  by  the  Canadian  Construction  Association,  is  offer- 
ing field  advisory  services  under  a  shared  program  through  the 
National  Research  Council.  Mawhinney,  working  out  of  the 
ACA  offices  in  Edmonton,  is  one  of  several  advisors  across 
Canada  recruited  from  the  private  sector  to  work  with  provin- 
cial associations  and  local  research  organizations. 


The  field  advisory  service  works  as  a  confidential  on- 
site  service  to  bring  appropriate  technology  to  small  and 
medium-sized  firms.  The  advisor  has  access  to  on-line  com- 
puter data  from  both  Canadian  and  foreign  sources. 

Other  components  of  the  Industrial  Research  Assis- 
tance Program  include  the  placement  of  subsidized  students 
from  universities  and  technical  colleges,  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  field  advisory  service;  and  financial  assis- 
tance to  small  firms  requiring  laboratory  or  consulting  costs  to 
resolve  technical  problems.  For  small  research  and  develop- 
ment projects,  small  firms  may  receive  assistance  in  meeting 
the  salary  costs  of  technical  personnel. 

Further  information  is  available  from  the  Alberta 
Construction  Association,  or  from  John  Mawhinney  at 
420-0055  (after  Sept.  19,  call  455-1122). 
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A  shopping  list  of  made-in-Alberta 
construction  products 


Alberta  manufacturers  can 
supply  almost  all  the  products  used  in 
commercial  and  residential  construc- 
tion, from  concrete  foundations  to  tiles 
on  the  roof.  Over  the  past  decade,  there 
has  been  a  significant  growth  in  the 
range  and  quantity  of  building  materials 
manufactured  in  the  province.  These 
materials  represent  a  major  export  sector 
for  Alberta. 

Made-in-Alberta  building 
products  include  the  following: 
Air  conditioners 
Asphalt 

Awnings,  soffits  and  facia 

Basins,  bathtubs  and  showers  (marble, 

onyx,  fibreglass) 

Beams  and  arches  (steel,  wooden)  and 
joists 

Blocks  (concrete) 

Building  board  (fibreboard  sheathing, 
coated  base  sheet) 

Building  paper  (asphalt  laminated, 
coated) 

Bricks,  clay,  concrete  and  fire 
Cabinets,  kitchen,  medicine  and  utility 
Carpets 
Caulking 

Ceiling  and  lighting  panels 
Cement  and  aggregates 
Chipboard  and  screenings  board 
Concrete,  basic  end  products  (precast 
steps,  septic  tanks,  patio  stones,  etc.) 
Concrete  construction  forms 
Concrete  reinforcing  bars/wire 
Conveyors 
Cranes,  loading 
Doors  and  door  frames 

wood,  aluminum,  steel,  glass 

patio  doors 

folding  louvred  doors  (wood 
and  metal) 

garage  doors  (steel  and  wood) 
Drains,  floor 

Electric  distribution  panels 
Electrical  equipment  and  appliances 
Fans,  exhaust  and  industrial 
Fence  (wood  and  steel) 
Fireplace  units 
Fixtures,  lighting 


Flashing  (metal) 
Flat  bars 

Furnaces,  warm  air  heating,  gas,  electric 
Glass,  mirrors,  windows  (plate,  tem- 
pered) 

Grills  and  grating 

Gypsum   products   (wallboard,  vi- 

nylboard,  plasters,  etc.) 

Heating  equipment  (metal  ductwork, 

flashing  and  fittings) 

Insulation  (cellulose,  glass  fibre,  rigid 

styrofoam) 

Loading  docks 

Lumber  (softwood,  spruce,  pine) 
Mouldings,  construction  type  (wooden 
and  plastic) 

Oriented  strandboard  and  particleboard 
Ornamental  and  miscellaneous  fabri- 
cated metal 

Paints  (latex  and  urethane) 

Panels  (steel,  plastic  and  wood) 

Pipe  fittings  (plumbing) 

Pipes/tubes  (cast  iron,  concrete,  steel, 

plastic,  PVC) 

Plumbing  supplies 

Plywood 

Prefabricated  structures  and  buildings 
Pumps,  valves  and  controls 
Refrigeration  equipment 
Roof  drainage  equipment 
Roofing  materials 


Sheet  metal  work  (for  buildings) 
Shelving  (wooden  and  other) 
Shingles,  asphalt 
Shutters  (wood  and  metal) 
Siding  (metal  and  aluminum) 
Sinks,  kitchen  and  other 
Sprinkler  systems  (firefighting) 
Staircases  (metal  and  wooden) 
Steel  castings  and  forgings  (iron,  stain- 
less steel  castings,  eastings,  brass  and 
aluminum) 

Steel  fabricated  vessels 

Structural  steel  products 

Thermostats 

Tiles,  clay  for  buildings 

Weatherstripping 

Window  units 

Window  frames  (aluminum,  steel  and 
wooden) 

Wood  products,  prefabricated  trusses 
and  beams 

This  list  was  prepared  for  the  Bulletin  by 
Alberta  Economic  Development  and 
Trade  in  August,  1988.  It  is  not  intended 
as  a  comprehensive  list  of  all  construc- 
tion materials  manufactured  in  Alberta. 
For  information  on  local  manufacturers, 
contact  the  Industrial  Development 
Branch,  Alberta  Economic  Dvelopment 
and  Trade  (427-2005). 


Forecasters  group  seeks  new  members 


The  articles  in  the  CIACA  Bulletin 
on  construction  trends  and  forecasts  are  the 
work  of  the  CIACA  Forecasters'  Group.  This 
group,  established  in  1 986,  meets  fourto  five 
times  a  year  to  share  and  discuss  informa- 
tion on  forecast  analysis,  models  and  re- 
lated economic  trends. 

The  forecasters  group  is  unique 
in  that  it  includes  members  from  variousAI- 
berta  government  departments  and  private 
sector  organizations  involved  in  construc- 
tion-related forecasting,  including: 
Alberta  Construction  Association 
Alberta  Labour 

Alberta  Roadbuilders  Association 
Career  Development  and  Employment 


Economic  Development  and  Trade 
Electrical  Utilities  Planning  Council 
Energy  Resources  Conservation  Board 
Inland  Cement 

Municipal  Affairs  and  Housing 
Nova,  an  Alberta  Corporation 
Public  Works,  Supply  and  Services 
Shell  Canada 

TransAlta  Utilities  Corporation 

The  group  would  now  like  to  ex- 
pand its  membership  to  other  interested  or- 
ganizations in  the  forecasting  business  as  it 
relates  to  construction.  For  further  informa- 
tion, contact  Janet  Howell,  Director,  Planning 
and  Research  Branch,  Alberta  Labour  427- 
8531. 
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ERCB  Forecast 

Energy  prices, 
capacity  up 
by  year  2002 

At  the  June  quarterly  CIACA 
meeting,  the  Energy  Resources  Conser- 
vation Board  presented  its  Alberta  eco- 
nomic and  energy  outlook  for  the  period 
from  1988  to  2002.  Highlights  of  the 
ERCB  forecast,  presented  at  the  meeting 
by  the  ERCB's  Dr.  Abbas  Naini,  are  as 
follows: 
Energy  Prices: 

Crude  oil  prices  (West  Texas 
Intermediate,  expressed  in  1987  dollars) 
are  projected  to  be  $19/barrel  in  1988 
and  1989,  increasing  to  $20/barrel  in 
1990  and  $28/barrel  by  2002. 

The  wellhead  price  of  natural 
gas  is  projected  to  more  than  double  by 
1 995,  from  the  current  level  of  $  1 .70/GJ 
to  $3.80/GJ.  By  the  year  2002,  natural 
gas  price  parity  with  light  and  medium 
crude  oil  will  achieve  70  per  cent, 
equivalent  to  $7.23/GJ. 
Oil  Prices: 

Syncrude  plant  renovations 
will  be  completed  by  1991,  increasing 
annual  synthetic  crude  oil  capacity  from 
7.4  million  cubic  metres  in  1985  to  nine 
million  cubic  metres.  As  well,  Suncor's 
capacity  will  have  increased  to  some  3.6 
million  cubic  metres  per  year  by  1991 
from  its  current  capacity  of  2.6  million 
cubic  metres,  and  then  to  four  million 
cubic  metres  per  year  in  1993. 

A  Syncrude  expansion  should 
begin  production  in  1994  at  two  million 
cubic  metres,  increasing  to  three  million 
in  1995  and  reaching  full  capacity  in 
1997  at  four  million  cubic  metres. 

One  new  oil  sands  project 
should  begin  producing  in  1997  at  1.5 
million  cubic  metres,  increasing  to  2.2 
million  cubic  metres  the  following  year 
and  reaching  its  full  capacity  of  3.7 
million  in  1999.  A  heavy  oil  upgrader 
comes  on  stream  in  1 999,  with  a  capacity 
of  some  1.8  million  cubic  metres  annu- 
ally. 

Petrochemicals: 

Improved  worldwide  market- 
ing conditions  and  the  prospect  of  free 
trade  leads  to  the  projections  of  the 


2000  2002 


FIGURE  1 

AVERAGE  WELLHEAD  PRICE  OF  ALBERTA  OIL  AND  GAS 
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FIGURE  2 

ALBERTA  NEW  ENERGY  INVESTMENTS 


construction  of  a  new  ethylene  plant 
with  a  capacity  of  800  kt  per  year  in 
1993,  a  new  ammonia  plant  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  360  kt  per  year  in  1996,  and  a 
new  methanol  plant  with  a  capacity  of 
700  kt  per  year  in  1998. 
Oil  Refineries: 

The  average  refinery  utiliza- 
tion rate  in  Alberta  is  predicted  to  reach 


95  per  cent  by  2002.  Additional  refinery 
capacity  should  not  be  required  before 
the  end  of  the  forecast  period. 
Forest  Products: 

The  commissioning  of  three 
new  thermomechanical  pulp  mills  is 
expected  for  1988,  1995  and  2001  as 
well  as  the  first  aspenwood  pulp  mill 
with  a  capacity  of  1 ,000  tonnes  per  day 
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of  softwood  bleached  kraft  pulp  for 
1990. 

Energy  Production: 

Conventional  crude  oil  and 
pentanes  plus  should  steadily  decline 
from  58.4  million  cubic  metres  to  35.1 
million  cubic  metres  over  this  period, 
while  total  raw  bitumen  increases  from 
19.1  million  in  1986  to  52.9  million 
cubic  metres  by  2002.  This  forecast 
represents  the  amount  of  non-upgraded 
bitumen  produced  from  in  situ  opera- 
tions, plus  that  amount  upgraded  to 
synthetic  oil,  including  conversion 
losses. 

The  natural  gas  and  gas  liquids 
production  is  forecast  to  rise  from  2,713 
PJ  in  1986  to  4,215  PJ  by  2002.  This 
forecast  is  based  on  the  ultimate  poten- 


tial of  natural  gas  at  1 70  TCF  ( 4.8  tri  I  lion 
cubic  metres). 

Total  subbituminous  coal  pro- 
duction is  expected  to  increase  from  17.5 
Mt  in  1986  to  25  Mt  in  2002.  Some  coal 
use  is  now  expected  in  the  oil  sands 
sector  for  steam  raising  before  the  turn  of 
the  century.  Clean  bittuminous  coal 
production  is  expected  to  rise  from  6.5 
Mt  in  1986  to  14  Mt  by  2002  as  a  result 
of  increased  exports  to  Eastern  Canada 
and  the  Pacific  Rim. 
Economic  and  Energy  Key 
Indicators: 

New  investment  in  the  Alberta 
energy  sector  will  be  dominated  by  oil 
sands,  peaking  in  1995  with  an  invest- 
ment that  year  of  $1.03  billion  (1971 
dollars).  Investment  in  petrochemicals 


will  also  be  significant  at  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  the  1990s.  Pipeline  invest- 
ment becomes  significant  toward  the 
end  of  the  the  forecast  period,  because 
energy  prices  by  that  time  will  be  high 
enough  to  warrant  development  of  oil 
and  gas  resources  in  the  Arctic  and  con- 
struction of  pipelines  through  Alberta  en 
route  to  market.  The  forecasts  of  real 
Gross  Domestic  Product,  unemploy- 
ment rate,  population  and  number  of 
households  as  well  as  secondary  and 
primary  energy  requirements  are  shown 
on  the  table  below. 

For  more  detailed  information, 
see  Energy  Requirements  in  Alberta 
1988-2002    (ERCB  Report  88-c). 


TABLE  1:  ECONOMIC  AND  ENERGY  KEY  INDICATORS 


Real  GDP  at 

Secondary 

Primary 

market  prices 

Number  of 

Energy 

Energy 

(million  of 

Unemployment 

Population 

Households 

Requirements 

Requirements 

1971  dollars) 

Rate  (per  cent) 

('000) 

(WO) 

(petajouls) 

(petajouls) 

1988 

14,577 

8.50 

2,365 

1,270 

973 

2,445 

1989 

15,082 

7.77 

2,387 

1,282 

999 

2,557 

1990 

15,255 

7.48 

2,422 

1,299 

1,040 

2,616 

1995 

17,139 

7.11 

2,571 

1,417 

1,217 

3,159 

2000 

18,896 

6.17 

2,696 

1,532 

1,362 

3,772 

2002 

19,808 

6.10 

2,742 

1,580 

1,396 

3,799 

Alberta  Construction  Industry  Forecast  Access 


The  following  agencies  offer  construction  forecast 
service  subscriptions.  For  rates  and  details,  contact  the  agen- 
cies directly. 
Canadata 

1450  Don  Mills  Road,  Don  Mills,  Ontario  M3B  2X7  (416) 
445-6641 

Chase  Econometrics  Canada 

3605  Commerce  Court  West,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5L  1G1 

(416)  365-9450 

Informetrica 

P.O.  Box  828,  Station  B,  Ottawa,  Ontario  KIP  5P9  (613) 
238-4831 

Current  holdings  of  forecast  publications  which  in- 
clude Alberta  construction  forecasts,  available  for  loan  or 
reference  from  the  Alberta  Labour  Library  Services  Branch, 
include  the  following: 


Alberta  Construction  Association,  Annual  Forecast; 

Bank  of  Nova  Scotia,  Global  Economic  Outlook  (annual); 

Conference  Board  of  Canada,  Quarterly  Provincial  Fore- 
cast 

Electrical  Utility  Planning  Council,  Alberta  Energy  and 
Demand  Forecast  (annual);  and 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  Econoscope  (monthly). 

Energy  Resources  Conservation  Board,  Energy  Require- 
ments in  Alberta  Supplementary  Report  (annual). 

To  contact  the  Library  Services  Branch,  use  the 
RITE  line  (toll-free)  or  in  Edmonton  call  427-8533. 
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CIACA  membership  1988-89 


Chairman 

Phil  H.  Walker 
Edmonton 

Labour: 

Jim  Aitcheson, 

Painters  Union,  Local  583 

Calgary 

Neil  Channon 
Boilermakers  Local  146 
Edmonton 

Hank  Blakely 
Plumbers  &  Pipefitters 
Local  488 
Edmonton 

Peter  Pittman 
Millwrights  Local  1975 
Calgary 

Harold  Taylor 
IBEW,  Local  254 
Calgary 

Gerry  Virtue 
Operating  Engineers, 
Local  955 
Edmonton 


Co  Vanderlaan 

Christian  Labour  Association 

Edmonton 

Contractors: 

R.G.  (Bob)  Fowler 
Lockerbie  Management  Ltd. 
Edmonton 

Len  J.  Pelland,  Jr. 
Danbrook  &  Pelland  Plumb- 
ing &  Heating  (1969)  Ltd. 
Grande  Prairie 

R.  Neil  Tidsbury 
Construction  Labour 
Relations 
Calgary 

Newt  Yeomans 

PCL  Industrial  Contractors 

Inc. 

Edmonton 

John  Thompson 
Junction  Engineering 
Calgary 


Owners: 

Guy  Priddle 
Builders  Owners  and 
Managers  Association 
Edmonton 

Bernie  Smyth 
Syncrude  Canada  Ltd. 
Fort  McMurray 

H.W.  (Wil)  Vandenborn 
Dow  Chemical  Canada  Inc. 
Fort  Saskatchewan 


Government: 

Clint  S.  Mellors 
Deputy  Minister 
Alberta  Labour 
Edmonton 

John  S.  Mason 
Assistant  Deputy  Minister 
Alberta  Labour 
Edmonton 


The  CIACA  Construction  Bulletin  is  published  three 
times  a  year  by  the  Construction  Industry  Advisory  Council  of 
Alberta.  It  is  intended  to  inform  the  construction  industry  about 
the  activities  of  the  council,  and  to  disseminate  economic 
forecast  information  pertinent  to  the  Alberta  construction 
industry. 

The  Bulletin  is  directed  by  an  editorial  board  chaired 
by  Co  J.  Vanderlaan. 

The  editorial  board  is  made  up  of  the  following, 
representing: 

Labour  Jim  Aitcheson 

Co  J.  Vanderlaan 

Management       Merv  Ellis 

Frank  J.  Maguire 


Owners  Mike  Halpen 

J. A.  (Tony)  Howard 
Government       Janet  E.  Howell 

R.G.  (Bob)  Nicoll 

The  editor  is  Maryhelen  Vicars. 

Distribution  is  through  members  of  the  Construction 
Industry  Advisory  Council  of  Alberta.  Comments,  requests  for 
copies  or  other  correspondence  should  be  directed  to  council 
members  or  to  John  Mason  ,  Alberta  Labour,  10th  Floor,  10808 
99  Ave.,  Edmonton.  Alberta  T5K  0G2,  427-7494. 

The  chairman  of  the  Construction  Industry  Advisory 
Council  of  Alberta  is  Phil  Walker,  P.Eng. 
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